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INVESTING IN OUR YOUTH 

At the MLK Center, everyone has the opportunity to learn, 

play, grow and find peace.  

By embracing the teachings and philosophies of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the MLK Center provides vital 

individual skills and family resources that allow residents in the 

Mid-North neighborhoods of Indianapolis to grow and enhance 

their lives.  Our approach helps people of all ages find—and 

remain on—their own paths to success and stability.  Dr. King 

believed that conflicts can be resolved peacefully.   

Our Community 

The MLK Center is the heartbeat of southern Butler-Tarkington 

and Crown Hill – west and southwest of our building. We also have 

neighbors in Mapleton-Fall Creek and Meridian Kessler. We were 

established in 1971 as the Butler Tarkington Youth Center at 42nd 

and Boulevard. Since our founding nearly 50 years ago, we have 

focused on serving our neighborhood.  

Jason had a reputation. He was struggling in school and at home. He and his siblings had become known in the 

south Butler Tarkington neighborhood and were under close watch by law enforcement. With nothing to do, 

Jason was stuck in a cycle that he couldn’t escape. On a nice-weather day in February of 2017, he and a friend 

were in an incident at Tarkington Park; they were arrested and faced a one-year ban. Summer had not even 

started yet, but MLK Center staff knew they needed to get he and his young siblings engaged – fast!  

A few months later, Jason became part of the Tarkington Teen Work Crew, when he heard about our summer 

employment opportunity. Through this program, teens spend 20 hours each week on the job and in workshops 

and classes. He developed positive friendships, gained mentors, and began making different choices. Jason’s 

life story was beginning to be rewritten – he’d chosen a new direction. 

After that summer, Jason stayed involved with the MLK Center, attending after school programs and 

continuing with the Teen Work Crew the next summer. When the Best Buy Teen Tech Center opened in fall of 

2018, he was awarded one of only seven apprenticeship positions, through which he is gaining technology 

skills for his future career – and continuing to bolster his confidence. He is also part of a community-based 

research project with Butler University’s Peace Lab, looking at why some teens make the bad decisions they 

make.  



NURTURING OUR SPACE 
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• Electrical Upgrades—installing new LED lighting, fire alarms, and distribution systems to 

accommodate our new and anticipated electrical needs.  Our current panels are at capacity; 

• Repair  the uneven flooring that are tripping hazards for youth and seniors, and replacing torn 
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 • Creating a new entrance on 40th street to our front yard, Tarkington Park.  We have a contract with 

Indy Parks and the Parks Foundation to manage Tarkington Park in 2020.  A new entrance ensures 

all neighborhood youth and families have easy access.     

•  Improving the welcome desk with an entrance from the parking lot that improves traffic flow during 

drop off and pickup of youth. 

• Refreshing  and reconfiguring the community space on the  main level to accommodate the large 

variety of events and gatherings that happen simultaneously. 

• Curating a library and space dedicating to Dr. King’s teachings and philosophy of Nonviolence. 
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• HVAC—replacing aging  and inefficient systems like the boiler and control system with new, energy 

efficient ones;  Currently, the system is either off, or on!  This will help us better manage our 

monthly energy bills. 

• Window replacement and restoration—replacing the inefficient windows out front, and the leaking 

windows on the rear, fixing adjacent brickwork and steel, and restoring areas due to water damage. 

Our Building 

In 1997 we purchased our 20,000 square foot building 

from AAA Hoosier Motor Club. We’ve made modest 

repairs over the years.  Since 2015 we’ve spent in 

excess of $100,000 in repairs and preventive 

maintenance.  A professional facility assessment in 

2018 revealed that our structure, dating to the mid-

1960’s is overall sound, but faces timely issues that 

must be addressed in order to ensure it remains 

secure.  These fundamental restoration priorities, 

which will fuel our ability to make changes to the 

building in the future, start at $2.3 million.   



INVESTING IN OUR SPACE 

To create a meaningful impact on the lives of those in the neighborhoods we serve,  

through quality, multi-generational programs that build community, invest in youth,  

empower families, advocate for our neighbors and provide a peaceful space to connect. 

 


